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have been experiencing. 

Maybe for some of us it is 

the lack of light, less social 

interaction, or getting “the 

winter blues.” Whatever is 

bugging us, a book I read a 

few years ago came to mind as I was  

reflecting about some of the struggles, I 

know some of us are battling. It is called 

Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara 

Brown Taylor. In her book, Taylor writes 

about expectations of people of faith as we 

handle the not-so-fun parts of life. She 

writes about the many expectations we  

have for ourselves and for each other 

when it comes to handling hardships, loss, 

and other life changes. Taylor says: 

 

Continued on page 2 

“Jesus told his disciples, “If 

any want to become my  

followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. 

For those who want to save 

their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake will find it. For what 

will it profit them if they gain the whole 

world but forfeit their life? Or what will they 

give in return for their life?”  

Matthew 16:24-26 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

We all have seasons we enjoy more than 

others. Some of us are fans of winter and some  

people are not. I have heard some people complaining 

about the cold, the snow, and 

the lack of daylight. I enjoy all 

four seasons for different  

reasons, but I do look forward to 

spring coming soon. The first 

Sunday in February is  

Groundhog Day so maybe we 

will get to hear what  

Punxatawny Phil predicts for the 

next few weeks. Although I  

highly doubt that a brown furry 

groundhog can predict the 

weather any better than the  

meteorologists. Sometimes I 

think they should just let the 

poor guy sleep and finish  

hibernating.  

 

I have been listening to many 

concerns, stresses, health  

issues, grieving and other  

not-so-fun things many of us 
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Continued from page 1, From The Pastor 

“Emotions such as grief, fear, and despair have 

gained a reputation as ‘the dark emotions’ not  

because they are noxious or abnormal but because 

Western culture keeps them shuttered in the dark 

with other shameful things like personal bankruptcy 

or addiction. If you have ever spent time in the  

company of the dark emotions, you too may have  

received subtle messages from friends and strangers 

alike that you were supposed to handle them and 

move on sooner instead of later. Some of us have  

gotten the message that if we cannot do this on 

schedule, we may not have enough faith in God… 

 

The good news is that dark and light, faith and doubt, 

divine absence and presence, do not exist at opposite 

poles. Instead, they exist with and within each other, 

like distinct waves that roll out of the same ocean and 

roll back into it again. As different as they are, they 

come from and return to the same source…Faith will 

not offer me much to hold on to. It will not give me a 

safe place to settle. Practicing it will require me to  

celebrate the sacraments of defeat and loss, but 

since the religion I know best has a lot to say about 

losing as the precondition for finding, I can live with 

that...my sense of God’s absence can be a token of 

God’s presence if I let it.” 

 

We may have our doubts off and on, yet even Martin 

Luther believed God is closest to us when we feel  

furthest away. Taylor continues, “...God speaks to  

Jesus only once in the entire New Testament — shortly 

after he is baptized by John — it seems clear that this 

father and son were not in constant public  

conversation. Their conversation was almost entirely 

private, when Jesus went out on the mountain to 

spend the night with God in prayer...The only  

witnesses to his most intimate moments with God 

were the moon and stars-and it was all prayer.” 

 

It is a beautiful thing to know that God truly knows us 

from the time we are in our mother’s womb, to the 

time we are born, our life long, and in death. God 

hears our every prayer, our every tear that is cried, our 

angry moments, and our deepest joys. We do not 

need to be embarrassed, but instead, embrace our 

relationship with our Creator and do our best not to let 

go of it.  

 

We do not know what is ahead for us this year. We 

cannot always see the road ahead of us. Sometimes 

we need to take one day at a time, an hour, or even a 

minute at a time. This year as we reflect and look 

ahead to new things, we are called to trust in God to 

be near us and lead us. We do not need to fear  

because God is with us and God does not leave us to 

face anything alone.  

 

Lastly, as St. Valentine’s Day approaches, remember 

how much God loves you and that Christ is always by 

your side! 

 

May the Holy Spirit enfold you with God’s love, 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Althea 

 

Excerpts are from: Taylor, Barbara Brown. Learning to 

Walk in the Dark. New York, HarperCollins Publishers, 

2014. Pages 77, 148, and 180 adapted by  

Rev. Althea Seidel. 
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 For the year, we are behind in our income by 

$55,898.62.  

 

 The Finance Committee would like to close the 

general account currently at Fulton Bank, and 

open a Money Market account, either at Fulton 

Bank or another financial institution.  This would 

be done to earn more interest.  We currently earn 

2% interest on the current account.  A Money  

Market account could earn 4%.   

 

 The Pastor reported that we currently have 38 

shut-in members. She continues to make visits to 

hospitals and nursing homes and administering 

communion. 

 

 Pastor will meet with the Christian Ed Committee 

on January 19, 2025 to discuss Sunday School 

and moving forward in 2025.  Some Sundays 

there are no youth in Sunday School, which makes 

it frustrating for the teachers who have prepared 

lessons.  

 

 Pastor handed out a small survey on January 12, 

2025, to the congregation on how they would like 

communion administered. Most like communion 

as it is.  Most prefer bread over wafers.  There is a 

small need for grape juice as well as gluten-free 

wafers.  Small changes will be made at the       

beginning of Lent to include these items.  Pastor 

reminded us that God is with us in communion, no 

matter how it is administered. 

 

 Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good   

Friday services will be held at 12 noon with      

spoken liturgy and 7:00 pm with music. 

 

 Renee Hunter and Heidi Gerver have agreed to 

serve on church council beginning in February 

2025.  They are filling vacated terms of 3 years 

each but will then be eligible to run for full terms 

of their own. 

 

 Synod Assembly – June 5, 6, 7, 2025 – Tom 

Ryland has offered to attend.  Neal Galbraith will 

attend unless another volunteer from the         

congregation comes forward. 

 

 The Personnel Committee is still being formed.  So 

far Judy Cassel and Lynn Kern will serve on this 

committee.  Pastor must reach out to others from 

her list of names.  3-4 people are preferred for 

this group. 

 

 The 2025 Budget was approved by the Council 

members via email votes.  

 

 The Confirmands will be confirmed on Pentecost 

Sunday, June 8, 2025, during worship. 

Highlights of Church Council Meeting, January 16, 2025 

Church Treasurer’s Financial Summary - December 2024 
  
   Month of August Actual Year to Date Budget Year to Date 

Income   $44,686  $242,843  $292,813 

Expenses  ($28,100)  ($291,838)  ($292,813) 
 

Net Income  $16,585  ($48,995)  $- 
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Our Vision...Our mission is to grow in faith and 

discipleship, share the Good News of Jesus through 

word and deed, love others as Christ loves us, and 

celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacraments 

and service. 

Our Mission...We are a community of  

believers who come together in: 

Worship to be transformed by the presence of  

Jesus Christ in and through God's gift of Word and  

Sacrament. 

Christian Education to deepen our faith and 

strengthen us in faithful service, trusting in the  

creative activity of the Holy Spirit. 

Friendship to celebrate our unity in Christ and  

sustain and nurture each other as we journey with 

Him in our day-to-day lives. 

Stewardship to gratefully use the time, talents and 

possessions we have been given in furthering our  

mission in response to Jesus' call and the leading of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Evangelism to share the Jesus story so that others 

may come to know God's reconciling grace and the 

peace, joy and hope that his divine grace gives. 

Social Ministry to respond to the spiritual, mental 

and physical needs of our neighbors and advocate for 

the poor, hungry and vulnerable peoples of the world. 

Prayer Partners 
 

If you would like your name  

added to the list for prayer, 

please call the church office,  

717-273-8567 or email at  

stephanie@trinityleb.org.   
 

If you no longer wish to be      

included in the prayer update 

list, please let the Church  

Office know to remove your  

name.  
    

We ask our readers to include the following people in 

their prayers:    

 

Becky, Bryan Albright, Barb Atwood, Bev Birch, Linda 

Blessing, Terry Clearwater, Monique & Jack Derfler, 

Jim Dibert, Deb Dobson, Susie Eckert, Dan Fox, Fred, 

Lohla, Mo Gockley, The Family of Sara Ann Haak, Mike 

and Nancy Hentz, Patty Hess, Joette Hollinger, Bella 

Johnson, Raymond Kohr, Jim & Judi Light, George 

Smith, Marie Smith, Ernie Thompson, Nancy Warner, 

and Mary Yeagley in our prayers.  

February Worship Schedule  
 

February 2, 9, 16, and 23 

          9:00 AM—Traditional Service  

          10:15 AM— Sunday School for  

      all ages 

 

Online Worship Service:  

Our online worship will continue to be available.  

You can find the service by going to  

https://www.trinityleb.org/links. Here you will  

find links to the live-stream, the bulletin, and the  

replay of the service so that you can watch at any  

time you wish during the week. 

 

Inclement Weather Policy: If Church is going to be  

cancelled due to weather, it will be posted on our  

website page: www.trinityleb.org. Don’t forget to  

refresh your browser when viewing the website. You 

can also find information on our Facebook page:  

facebook.com/htlclebanonpa. The decision will be 

made by 7 p.m. the Saturday prior to service.  

Upcoming Classes: 
 

February 23* 
 

March 30* 
 

May 18* 

 

*Sponsors Invited to Attend 
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Alpine Valley 

(formerly Spang 

Crest) Needs Your 

Generosity! 
 

As with most nursing homes, 

your generosity adds to our 

residents’ lives and activity  

programming. Listed below are 

some of the typical prizes that our residents would 

choose to take off the prize cart. Any of these  

donations or any other items would be greatly  

appreciated.  

 

 Kleenex (boxes and tissues packs) 

 Candy (individually wrapped): sugar free hard 

and/or chocolate candy, hard  candy 

 Snack Foods: pretzel bags, snack packages,  

cookies, crackers (peanut butter or cheese) 

 Jewelry (mainly long necklaces) 

 Perfume and/or Cologne 

 After Shave, Body Spray, and/or Hand Lotions 

 Quarters to spend in the Gift Shop 

 Adult Coloring Books & Colored Pencil Packs 

 Small Notebooks (to write in) 

 Small Stuffed Animals 

 

For more information, please contact Marian Brandt 

at 717-273-4385. Donations can be placed in The 

Giving Place in the bin marked “Alpine Valley.” 

MARCH 5 •  12 & 7 PM 

Spang Crest Donation Update 
 

At the December Church Council meeting, there was 

discussion on the purchase of Spang Crest. In the  

beginning of 2025, Spang Crest will no longer be a 

non-profit organization. The money that our church 

gives to Spang Crest will be allocated to Luthercare 

starting in 2025. Luthercare is a non-profit  

organization. Only Spang Crest is being sold.  

Peyton Marie Zerbe 
 

Born: July 26, 2024 

 

Baptism: February 2, 2025 

 

Mother: Nicole Ann Runkel Zerbe 

 

Father: Trayvon Michael Zerbe 

 

Sponsors: Erika & Michael Runkel 

 

Godparents: Brittany & Danny Mandes 
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2025           

A “Souper” 

Get-together 

New Church  

Directory Is Coming! 

 
Sign-ups for photo sessions will 

take place on Sunday, February 

9 through Sunday, March 2 in 

Luther’s Place. Photographs will 

be taken Tuesday, March 11 and 

Wednesday, March 12 from  

2 p.m. to 8 p.m. You can also 

schedule your session by  

contacting the Church Office at 

717-273-8567.  
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Battle of the Bells 

 

A big thank you to everyone who rang the bell for the 

Holy Trinity Bell Ringing team for the year 2024      

Lebanon Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign. We are 

pleased to report that Holy Trinity was the top 

"Religious Organization Bell Ringing Team" in this 

year's Lebanon Salvation Army "Battle of the Bells" 

friendly competition. Holy Trinity collected $1752.71 

in our kettles over several bell ringing shifts totaling 

14 hours. Thank you for your commitment to this 

year’s campaign. Our efforts to help collect donations 

in the red kettles for the Salvation Army truly reflect 

our beliefs in helping others in our community. 

 

- Terry and Karen Weaver 
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Thank you photos provided by the Northwest Elementary school counselor, Stephanie Courchesne,  

for our donations to the Northwest Elementary Wish List Campaign 2024. In her thank you on behalf of  

the school she stated these photos represent a small portion of all of the gifts received and  

she expressed the school's immense gratitude for the large donation we blessed the school with.   

Advent Donation 
 

THANK YOU! The members of 

Holy Trinity contributed 625 

pounds of food to Lebanon 

County Christian Ministries. 

Thank you for helping make 

this program a success!  

Thank you! 
 

Words like Thank You don’t seem quite adequate for  

the donations that were so generously donated to our 

school. We have been able to pass out many of the items and store up our 

shelves for future needs. We truly appreciate your partnership and support for 

our students (and staff) here at Northwest.  

 

With Gratitude,  

Northwest Elementary School.  

Sara Ann Haak 
 

January 5, 2025 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

February 16: Winter Fun Day at Kirchenwald 
 

March 15: Lenten Day Apart at The Wittel Farm 
 

March 16: Summer Camp Open House at Kirchenwald 

and Nawakwa 
 

March 21: Quilting Weekend at Kirchenwald 

 

For more information, please visit: 

www.lutherancamping.org 

        LCCM Food Bank Item  
 
   The items requested in  

   February are peanut butter  

   and jelly.   

   

Items can be brought to the church at any time and 

placed in the red shopping cart  labeled “LCCM Food 

Bank” located in  THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side 

annex of Luther’s Place). 
 

Please continue your generosity by continuing to  

donate to the Food Bank. Your donations are  greatly  

needed and appreciated. 

Donation Item  
 
The items requested in  

February are ramen 

noodles and soap.  

    

Items can be brought  

to the church at any 

time and placed in the 

bin  labeled “SHARE & CARE” located in  THE GIVING 

PLACE (Arnold St. side annex of Luther’s Place). Thank 

you! 

Cleaning & Household Products for 

Agape Shelter 
 

The Women of the ELCA’s first service project for 

2025 is collecting cleaning and household products 

for the Agape Shelter in the city of Lebanon until 

March 2, 2025. The following cleaning and household 

products are on Agape's current wish list: paper      

towels, toilet tissue, Clorox wipes, 13 gallon tall  

kitchen trash bags and 33 gallon black drawstring 

trash bags.  In the past we have also donated Lysol 

disinfectant spray (unscented, white can preferred), 

paper plates, tea towels, Windex glass cleaner, Pine 

Sol, Comet cleanser, dish detergents, sponges,  

scouring pads and Handi-Wipes. These “in kind”  

donations help to defray the shelter’s maintenance 

costs thereby freeing up money for use to support  

programs to help their guests. We would like to invite 

the congregation to participate in this endeavor.  

Donations can be placed in the WELCA barrel located 

in The Giving Place through Sunday, March 2nd.  All 

donations are greatly appreciated. Thank you.  

 

- Karen Weaver, WELCA Projects Chair 

Join Us! 
 

We need YOU to Join the fun by volunteering for the 

Mission Trip at Camp Kirchenwald from June 22-27, 

2025. Ages 14 to adult can be a lodger at camp, or 

commute one to five days. There is something for  

every skill level from building to painting and  

gardening. Commitment forms are due March 23. Get 

yours from Heather Buffington or from the welcome 

tables.  

 

Questions: Heather Buffington (717) 926-3917,  

Denise McDaniels (717) 628-1461 
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Medical  

Equipment & 

Supplies 
 

We have a small lending 

“library” of equipment 

and new medical supplies 

that are available for use by members of Holy  

Trinity. Some of the items include: wheelchairs,  

shower chairs, medical bed, pads for beds, adult  

diapers, and more. These items are available at no 

cost to you. If you have a need or would like to donate 

an item, please contact the Church Office at  

717-273-8567.  

Aluminum Can Collection 
 
The church  

continues to  

collect aluminum 

cans for recycling.  

Please bring the 

aluminum cans 

(rinsed &  

flattened) to the 

church weekdays 

during church  

office hours, or bring them along to church, Sunday 

School, or any other church function.  A container for 

them is located in THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side 

annex of Luther’s Place).   

G
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Mark Your Calendars! 
 

There will be Bazaar Committee Meeting on   

Wednesday, February 12 at 6.:30 p.m. in Luther’s 

Place. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to  

attend. We will be reviewing the Bazaar and  

discussing the allotment of funds. If you have any 

questions, please see Denise McDaniels.  
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2 - Darla Kise 

 1213 Washington Street 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

     Camden Snyder (celebrating his 15th birthday) 

 19 Fox Run Road 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

4 - Marie Weise 

 1880 North 7th Street 

 Lebanon, PA 17046 

 

6 - Thomas Hershey  

 615 Bollman Street 

 Lebanon, PA  17042 

 

     Joan Kost 

 112 Oaken Way 

 Myerstown, PA 17067 

 

10 - James Cassel IV (celebrating his 13th birthday) 

 PO Box 399 

 Mt Gretna, PA 17064 

 

11 - Asher Johnson (celebrating his 6th birthday) 

 35 Canal Street 

 Lebanon, PA 17046 

 

        Sandy Johnson 

 101 Overlook Drive 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

14 - Judi Light 

 345 Woleber Road 

 Myerstown, PA 17067 

 

15 - Janice Newmaster  

 Poplar Terrace, Apt. 312 

 605 South 8th Street 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

16 - Emily Engle (celebrating her 16th birthday) 

 447 Mill Bridge Drive 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

        James Engle (celebrating his 16th birthday) 

 447 Mill Bridge Drive 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

19 - Horace Ehrgood 

 1695 Quentin Road 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

        Connie Thompson 

 26 Raymond Street 

 Hummelstown, PA 17036 

         

        Bobbi Wike 

 142 Julia Lane 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

20 - Jay Brown 

 630 King Street 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

24 - Carson Brossman (celebrating his 15th birthday) 

 301 Klein Avenue 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

        Jim Logan 

 810 Hill Street 

 Lebanon, PA 17046 

 

25 - Barbara Atwood 

 509 Plaza Apartments 

 Lebanon, PA 17042 

 

 

Please consider sending a card or giving them a 

phone call  to celebrate their special day.  
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ASP Mission Trip March 23-29 -

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY!   
 

Friedens has invited anyone interested to join The 

Church of the Good Shepherd to participate in 

"SPECIAL" Mission Trip with ASP (Appalachia Service 

Project).  This will be a week-long trip focused on  

repairing and rebuilding homes affected by last year's 

hurricanes in North Carolina, Tennessee, etc.  ASP’s 

mission statement is simply “warmer, safer, drier”, 

and you can find out more at: 

https://asphome.org/.  You don’t think you have the 

ability to help?  Not to worry!!  We are a Mission TEAM 

– there is a place for everyone of all skill levels and 

experience – the only requirements are a willingness 

to learn and giving your best to help these hurricane 

victims.  Please give this opportunity prayerful  

consideration...  Questions?  Please don’t hesitate to 

contact Jim Kneasel from Friedens (717-679-8819) 

for more information. 
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Christmas Wishes Fulfilled! 
 

The Social Ministry Committee would like to express 

our heartfelt thanks to you, the congregation, for  

participating in the 2024 Lebanon Salvation Army  

Angel Tree Program. We would also like to thank  

Bonnie Battistelli for coordinating this activity. By  

purchasing gift items for 45 children through this  

program Holy Trinity helped to make Christmas a little 

brighter for children in need here in Lebanon County. 

Thank you for picking all of the angel tags off the tree 

and fulfilling the children’s wishes. 

  

- The Social Ministry Committee 
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Sunday, February 23 

7th Sunday after Epiphany 

Genesis 45:3 - 11, 15  

Psalm 37: 1 - 11, 39 - 40 

1 Corinthians 15:35 - 38, 42 - 50 

Luke 6:27 - 38 

 

Sunday, March 2 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 34:29 - 35 

Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2 

Luke 9:28 - 36 [37 - 43a] 

 

Lectionary Readings 
 

Sunday, February 2 

Presentation of Our Lord 

Malachi 3:1 - 4 

Psalm 84 

Hebrews 2:14 - 18 

Luke 2:22 - 40 

 

Sunday, February 9 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 6:1 - 8 

Psalm 138 

1 Corinthians 15:1 - 11 

Luke 5:1 - 11 

 

Sunday, February 16 

6th Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 17:5 - 10 

Psalm 1 

1 Corinthians 15:12 - 20 

Luke 6:17 - 26 
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